
Carnival and Amusement Ride Safety Advisory Board Meeting 

January 31, 2008  

Board Members Present: Cynthia Wilk, Chair; William Dauphinee; Lucy Murphy; 
Geoffrey Rogers; Ernest Niles; Albert Belmont; William Zumsteg; Nancy Sheridan 

DCA Staff Present: Michael Baier, Acting Chief, Bureau of Code Services; Michael 
Triplett, Carnival and Amusement Ride Safety Unit; Carrie Battista, Bureau of Code 
Services; Andreas Lichter, Carnival and Amusement Ride Safety Unit; Donald 
VanHouten, Carnival and Amusement Ride Safety Unit 

Members of the Public: Anthony Casale, Funfactory Amusements/ROAR; Kim 
Samarele, NJAA; Ed Zakar, Six Flags; Mark Zeintek, NJ Partyworks/ROAR; Lary 
Zucker, NJAA; Dennis Schifter, Aardvark Amusements/ROAR; Ed McGlynn, NJAA; 
Claudine Leone, ACA- NJ 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am.  

Approval of the Minutes of October 18, 2007.  

A motion was made by Mr. Niles seconded by Mr. Zumsteg to accept the minutes of the 
10/18/07 meeting. Mr. Baier reported that the word “Board” in the first full sentence at 
the top of page two should have been “Department.” The minutes were approved with 
that change. 

Old Business  

1. Certified Maintenance Technician – At the October meeting Board members 
requested that action on the proposal be tabled pending additional comment. A meeting 
was held between the Department and members of the industry to further refine the 
proposal. Director Wilk outlined the changes that were made to the proposal as a result of 
that meeting. There was a memo distributed to the Board from the working group 
recommending that ROAR training be accepted on a limited basis. Department Staff 
responded that they would like to continue discussions on the ROAR training but that it 
hoped those discussions could take place while the rule proposal moved forward. The 
Staff reported that the existing language in the rule allows enough flexibility to accept 
ROAR if it is deemed equivalent to NAARSO or AIMs. The Board also discussed 
whether existing maintenance supervisors should be grandfathered. Several Board 
members expressed concern that the test could disqualify some mechanics who had been 
performing adequately for a number of years. Staff responded that the intent of the 
proposal was to elevate the knowledge of those performing maintenance so that there was 
some assurance that they had the knowledge and skills to perform the work that they 
were assigned. The Department proposed that rather than a test for people who apply at 



the time the rule is enacted, that 5 years of supervisory experience and enrollment in a 
suitable training program be accepted in lieu of the test. A motion was made by Mr. 
Dauphinee seconded by Mr. Rogers to move the proposal forward with the 
grandfathering and training provision. The motion passed unanimously.  

D. New Business  

1. Temporary Approval of Rides - Staff presented a draft rule proposal that would 
allow the Department to approve rides where there are outstanding items that are not 
related to ensuring the safety of the ride. A motion was made by Mr. Niles seconded by 
Mr. Zumsteg. The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Electrical Disconnects and Emergency Stops – The Staff discussed changes that had 
occurred over the past several years to the disconnect and stop requirements for rides. 
The staff reported to the Board that in some cases what was required by the rules was not 
provided when rides were approved. The Staff explained its plan to review rides during 
the upcoming season and where there was an omission that is a life safety issue, to 
require a change. Staff reported that the two most common problems will be portable 
rides approved after 1998 that do not have the disconnect within 6 feet of the operator as 
required in the National Electrical Code and fixed rides approved after 2002 that where 
the emergency stop control does not remove all power to the ride after the ride is stopped. 
Staff reported that the analysis will be on a case by case basis and discussed how ride 
operators should proceed. Ride operators should not make modifications until the 
Department has looked at their individual situation. Ride operators would be given 
adequate compliance time. Director Wilk pointed out that the Department would like to 
change the rule in the future in an effort to make the requirements for disconnects and 
stops clearer to all involved. A Board member asked if corrections to existing rides would 
need a major modification approval. Staff responded that it might in some cases, 
depending on what the proposed fix was. The Board expressed its desire to proceed 
slowly. The Department reiterated that it would be reasonable. A working group of Mr. 
Rogers, Ms. Murphy, Mr. Belmont and Mr. Zumsteg was established to review the rule 
proposal that would clarify the disconnect and emergency stop provisions. 

3. Updated Board Member List – an updated list of Board members and their contact 
information was distributed. Board members who wished to change their information 
were told to contact the Department Staff. 

E. Information  

1. Ride Statistics – Year end statistics for 2007 were presented. Staff reported that there 
were some positive trends in the statistics. Staff reported that the number of inspections 
was up and the number of violations was down. Mr. Triplett went over the four serious 
accidents that happened in 2007 noting that most of the serious accidents that took place 
were falls on inflatables that could not be avoided because they were the result of people 
falling oddly. Mr. Belmont asked if a breakdown of injuries could be given by ride type. 



Director Wilk responded that the Staff could do a breakdown for serious injuries but 
could not for other injuries.  

2. Rule Proposals – Staff gave the status of the various proposals that have been passed 
by the Board but have not been adopted yet. There was discussion about the rule proposal 
for portable and fixed rides. The Board asked that the Department delay going forward 
with the adoption of the rule to allow more time for discussion about the implications of 
the rule. The Department agreed to have a meeting with Board members to discuss the 
proposal before going forward with the adoption. The Staff will meet with Mr. Belmont, 
Mr. Rogers, Ms. Murphy and Mr. Gehlhaus to review concerns with the proposal.  

4. Meeting with the New Jersey Amusement Association – Staff reported that the 
Department staff met with the New Jersey Amusement Association. Items that were 
discussed were: common problems with the ride approval checklist; changing the 
application process so that the ride owner can be kept aware of how the application is 
progressing; and, the Department’s change in policy change such that relocating a ride 
does not require a new engineering approval but requires a new permit.  

Public Comment  

1. RCMT Training – Anthony Casale expressed his concern that relocating a ride and 
requiring significant changes to wiring could present a hardship and asked that the 
Department consider variations in such cases. He also expressed his desire to continue to 
work on ROAR as an alternative certification program to NAARSO or AIMs. Mr. Zucker 
thought that the committees that are dealing with the portable/fixed ride issue and the 
electrical disconnect and emergency stop issue should be combined. Director Wilk stated 
that the two issues should be kept separate for simplicity sake but said the meetings could 
be held on the same day one after the other. 

Adjournment: Mr. Rogers made a motion to adjourn, Mr. Belmont seconded. All were 
in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 11:17 am  


